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. Rogue Srehasolocist Doctor: Aphra is known, 
across the galaxy as a brilliant scientist as 

well as a thief and obtainer of ancient. 
valuable artifacts—which has ‘earned her the’ 


ire of both the Rebellion and Empire. 


in 


- Aphra - offered the: ancient Jedi 
called the FARKILLER to the Empire 
ruining the 


exchange for her: protection, 
rebels’ plans to. use the rifle to assassinate 


After Imperial. Minister Pitina Voor Bigced! a. 
bounty on her:and. her sidekick, Vulaada, - 
‘weapon 


| the cae aca and end the war. 


Now guests in Voor’: s headquarters, ‘Agha 


and ATT E- FY F:) have: been shocked to discover 
that Voor has been Risneins to overthrow the 


7 Emperor herself... | 
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“I WAS BORN PITINA 
MAR-MAS VOOR, 
25 YEARS BEFORE THE RISE 
OF PALPATINE, TO A LIFE 
DEVOID OF PRIVILEGE. 


mia ee 
“HE WAS USELESS AT ANYTHING 
EXCEPT SAYING ‘YES,’ SO THE 


L. COMPARATIVELY 


DEVOID. I WAS BARELY EVEN A | 
MIDDLE-RANKING PRINCESS. 


“MY FAMILY MARRIED ME 
OFF TO A BLOVIATING 


SENATOR ON My 
EIGHTEENTH BIRTHDAY. 


| 
[ecm is ra 


hae . 
“HE GOT AN ADVISOR’S OFFICE 
FOR HIS LOYALTY, AND THERE HE 

WOULD'VE STAYED: ORDERING 
GENOCIDES BETWEEN NAPS. 


a 
“HE WAS JUST A MAN, 
AFTER ALL, AND HAD 


FOR ANYTHING BUT 
CONQUEST. 
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“BUT I COULD SEE IT. EVERY 
WORLD WE TOOK COST 
THOUSANDS OF TROOPERS 
AND BILLIONS OF CREDITS. 


iw ey A> Sree 


“THE EMPIRE WAS 
BEING MURDERED | 
By ITS OWN ; 
EXPANSION. 








UA 


“WHAT ELSE COULD I DO? I 


© SPREAD THE RUMOR THAT LORD 
gaa VADER SUSPECTED MY HUSBAND }§ 
OF SEDITION AND MADE SURE 
HE HEARD ABOUT IT. 


“WE FOUND HIM 
HANGING BY HIS OWN 
CUMMERBUND THE 
NEXT MORNING. 





“THAT WAS MY FIRST 
FORAY INTO THE ART OF 
PERSUASION. A PERFECT 
1 TRIUMPH, I FELT, AND 
I HADN'T EVEN LIFTED 
A FINGER. 








.._ BESIDES TWEAKING 
SUCCESSION 
DOCUMENTS, THAT IS. 


“(I BELIEVE HIS MAJEST 
KNEW WHAT I'D DONE 
IF SO, HE SEEMED TO} 
APPROVE.) 


“WITHIN A YEAR I HAD 
le ae COALITION 


ait a i! 


ALP 
“FIRST WE SHOW THE 
PEOPLE THE FACE OF 


CHAOS. THE PIRATES, THE |FIIIF 


RAIDERS, THE MOBSTERS 
AND THE MONSTERS... 


l Me 
“SOME ARE REAL--MOST 
WE INVENT. ANYTHING TO 
MAKE THE DUMB NATIVES 
BEG FOR A GARRISON 


TO SAVE THEM. 
i, Vi 
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“NEXT WE SHOW ‘4 i 
THEM HOW PERFECT |)\/- ol Hii nth 
“(I DON'T MIND 
TELLING YOU: WE'VE |}. 
BECOME EXTREMELY 
GIFTED AT MAKING 
FALSE SMILES 
LOOK NATURAL.) 
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En a tay) | | “THESE DAYS, TWO OuT PP |iI 
“Al ddl i mii i OF THREE CONFLICTS | 
Hil HE =< 1] Ne RESOLVE WITHOUT A 
Ghoaneeal {uC a aa | a 7 SINGLE SHOT FIRED. 
5 a | WEF di) Se = {| 


JUST A CASUAL C Si) ’ = 
jn- ee ERPt Aa Aan ee ||| “YOU UNDERSTAND? I 
AFTERTHOUVOMT: | { HAVE SAVED THIS REGIME. 
I HAVE BUILT A CULTURE 


< t| \\ fe Hy AAS. _| CONSPICUOUSLY hie (li THAT TRANSCENDS THE 
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THE WORLDS THAT 
SAID 'NO.’ 
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f- | Qo a OS =e ee )'| “HAVE NURSED THIS 
. = Rey © s) . MA |i) | EMPIRE WITH ALE, IN fp 
X | As | ao IM THE EXPECTATION THAT 
‘ i SS SS an | EVENTUALLY IT WILL 
BECOME A TRUTH: 


“HARMONY AND 
Wa) PROSPERITY ARE THE |p 
HE] REWARDS OF THOSE 
WHO SUBMIT. 
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“POGROMS. GENOCIDES. 
PURGES. SUPERWEAPONS. 

THE ONLY HARMONY HE § > 
UNDERSTANDS IS TERROR. Bes 


N “HE FEELS NO NEED TO ) za : | 
“HE WON'T APPEAR IN 


PROSPERITY BECAUSE 
U fo c 4 
HE HAS NO INTEREST IN / fs ; PUBLIC. WON'T SMILE 
IT COMING TRUE. Ne | = A } FOR THE CAMERA. IF HE 
f c | TRIED KISSING A BABY I'D 


ey Tay WORRY FOR ITS LIFE. 
H 


“YOU UNDERSTAND MY DILEMMA? 
NOBODY EVER VOLUNTEERED 
TO EMBRACE A SAVIOR WHOSE 
ONLY JOY IS WATCHING HIS PET 
CYBORG SNAP THROATS. 


“NO...1'M AFRAID--WHEN 
YOU GET RIGHT DOWN TO 
(T--OUR BELOVED EMPEROR 


SIMPLY ISN’T ADEQUATE 
HMM... WHAT'S THE WORD.. 


All-- 
THAT'S IT. 
THANK YOU, } 





Be olsen syane OH, DON'T SOUND SO 
f ed aa TERRIFIED, VULAADA. IF 
THE...THE Sl EMP... 2 | IINTENDED TO SILENCE 





a 
“AND--LET ME BE QUITE CLEAR ON 
THIS--IT WILL BE DONE. THIS ISN'T 

SOME DREARY POINT-AND-PRAY HIT. 
NOT SOME DOOMED INSURGENCY. 


i, Vie Coy 


“DISSATISFACTION IS RIFE IN 
CERTAIN QUARTERS. MY ALLIES IN fj] 
THE COURT HAVE MANEUVERED-- 
EXTENSIVELY--TO ENABLE A COUP." 
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\ YOU TO KEEP My LITTLE 
= SECRET YOU'D BE DEAD / 
ALREADY. —~ 
THE FACT 


IS: THERE'S} 
NO POINT. / 
































2 if 
IT SIMPLY ; 
HAPPENS THAT WHEN I VA 
SEIZE ULTIMATE POWER, 


IT WILL BE BENEFICIAL 
TO EVERYONE ELSE 
TOO. 


Y-YOU CAN'T ‘VJ 
KILL THE EMPEROR. 
HE'S...HE’S THE 


ALL O' 
OF THE GOODNESS 
OF THEIR HEARTS, 
I BET? 


O 
INDEED. AMBITION 
“CONSPIRACY CAN 
CONSPIRACY C 


DEFINITELY 
A TALL ORDER, 
LADY. YOU KNOW 
WHAT THEY 
SAY... 





IN FACT I WOULD LAY MONEY 
THAT HE DOES. 


y AMBITION IS 
f _ ALSO THE FINEST FUEL 
FOR AN EFFICIENT REGIME. 
THE PLOTTING, THE WHISPERING-- 
HE ENCOURAGES IT. IT 
KEEPS US STRONG. 


EMOTIONAL 
PREDICTABILITY. 
THAT'S THE SEAT OF 
HIS POWER--AND ONE 
REALLY OUGHT TO 
LEARN FROM ONE'S 
ENEMIES. 


I REALIZED 
MY SOLUTION LAY 
IN A CHAIN OF 
CONSEQUENCES THAT 
I, TOO, COULD 
PREDICT. 


AND SO I WENT 
LOOKING FOR THE 
MOST PREDICTABLE 
et : COULD 


“HE CAN SENSE 
YOUR INTENTIONS 
BEFORE YOU ACT. 


“YOU REALLY THINK HE 
DOESN'T KNOW ABOUT 
YOUR LITTLE CIRCLE OF 
SCHEME JUNKIES?” 


BUT THE DETAILS? THE 
SPECIFIC MEANS OF 
HIS REMOVAL? 


NO. WHY WOULD 
HE CONCERN HIMSELF 
WITH THAT WHEN HE CAN 
SENSE THE TRIGGER 
BEING PULLED BEFORE 
THE BLASTER IS EVEN 
ARMED? 


IT'S THE ACT, 
YOU SEE? THE 
MOMENT THAT HATE 
AND RAGE BECOMES 
ACTION. 

















WATCHING YOU. |\\ 


ON MILVAYNE. y i\S 
! }} | ! 4 i t 
Ton t 1 me 1 
“ALL THE ACQUAINTANCES-- Wl) 4 “YOU WILL ALWAYS SEEK 
WELL, ENEMIES, REALLY-- i YOUR OWN ENRICHMENT. 
I TRACKED DOWN | : YOU WILL ALWAYS THINK 


.. THE STORY'S OF YOURSELF FIRST. YOU 
ALTE SAN EVERY TIME. WILL ALWAYS BETRAY. 


I LEARNED THE WHEREABOUTS OF THAT Wee 
RIFLE YEARS AGO. I COULDN'T JUST SEND ae “BUT--HOW EASY 
YOU AFTER IT--YOU'D BE CAUTIOUS. |p K TO SIMPLY LET 
PROBABLY LINE UP RIVAL BUYERS, ¥ 
* YOU FIND IT FOR 
TRY TO EXTORT ME... YOURSELF? 


| “ALL THAT TIME, fay PF iil AZ 
, HH 























E 
PREDICTABLY 
GREEDY. 


“AND--SINCE THE 
REBELS ARE ALSO 
PREDICTABLE--HOW 


OH, 
COME. THINK IT 
THROUGH FROM 

THEIR PERSPECTIVE, 


CHILD AND 


REMEMBER: 
THE REBELS KNOW 
YOUR MISTRESS AT 

LEAST AS WELL 
AS I DO. 





“THEY KNOW SHE CAN'T BE 
[| TRUSTED. THEY KNOW SHE'LL DO 
ANYTHING TO SAVE HER OWN SKIN. 


ADVANTAGE WHEREVER 
SHE GOES. 


“AND--THANKS TO 
MY LITTLE LEAKS--THEY 
KNEW SHE'D BE HUNTED 
RELENTLESSLY UNLESS 
SHE COULD SOMEHOW 
BUY A PARDON FROM 

THE EMPIRE. 


YOU'RE... 
YOU'RE SAYING 
THEY... THEY T-TOOK 
THE RIFLE AWAY .-EVEN 
FROM US... OUGH 
THEY KNEW 
WE'D STEAL IT 
BACK...? 


“AND THEY 
KNOW SHE HAS 
ENTANGLEMENTS 
OF THE HEART TO 
KEEP HER 
COMING BACK. 


“SO. WHAT 
DO THEY 
PREDICT?” 


THERE NEVER 
WAS A REBEL 
SEER HON: 
U. 


HM. 
CATCHING 
UP, ARE 





Ws Cf) ia 
EVEN IF THEY DID HAVE THE YOU TAKE IT FROM ME: 3 TELL ME--DID SHE 
RESOURCES TO BUILD A DEATH SUPERWEAPONS ARE BAD ; CLAIM TO BE OUT OF THE 
STAR--AND I CAN ASSURE YOU PR. THEY PRETENDED TO LOOP? YOUR LOVER. THE 
THEY DON‘T--IT'S NOT THEIR WAY. HAVE A CONSPIRACY IN TURNCOAT. 
THEY WANT TO WIN HEARTS AND . THEIR OWN RANKS, JUST A. 
MINDS, NOT EXTERMINATE NS CONVINCE YOU. re ah ONE LAST 
INNOCENTS. 


> MOMENT OF 
Ext ~~ . é CONNECTION 
» BETWEEN YOU TO 
S REALLY SELL 
THE LIE? 


SS/ I SUPPOSE THE SHUTTLE 
SHE HELPED : WILL BE NEARLY THERE 


THE REBELS 
USE YOU, : YOU SEE, I 
APHRA. NEVER COULDN'T COMMISSION 

SUSPECTING AN ASSASSINATION DEVICE 
I WAS USING : MYSELF, WORD WOULD GET 
HEM. WA, BACK TO HIS MAJESTY. BUT 
bea THE REBELS? 


THEY HAVE THEIR SHARE OF 
EXPERTS. AND WHEN FACED WN : 
WITH A DEVICE AS COMPLEX / fe ; NO. NO, THEY 


AS THAT RIFLE...? : \ WOULDN'T BE ABLE 
ey \\ TO RESIST HIDING 


_.KNOWING Si 
THAT HE'D WANT C= eae aa 


| | TOSEE I FOR 
HIMSELF...? 


“OH! CAN YOU 
PICTURE \T?--THE 


RELIC OF A 
JEDI HERETIC! 


“HE'LL KNOW IT'S BEEN 
UNDER GUARD SINCE IT WAS 
STOLEN. NO TAMPERING, Sige 
NO TRAPS--BUT HE'LL WORM BRT 
THROUGH THE MINDS OF : 
THOSE PRESENT ANYWAY... 
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DIDN'T LIFT 


A FINGER. ' 
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“--WELL. IT’S ALL [ 
DREADFULLY 
PREDICTABLE.” 


Neos 


rsmevs | ) 
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AND SINCE 
HE'LL DETECT NO 

“| MURDEROUS 
<<] INTENT AROUND 
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THAT IS 
THE MOST 
CONVOLUTED 
PLAN I'VE EVER 
HEARD. 


‘COURSE NOT. 
DOESN'T MATTER IF 


ARE UP FOR GRABS-- 
AND THE THRONE 
WITH “EM. 


AND YET SO 
FRIGHTFULLY 
INEVITABLE--NO 
MATTER HOW MUCH 
YOUR MISTRESS 
SULKS ABOUT IT. 


COME NOW, 
APHRA--THERE 
ARE WORSE THINGS 
ag aa 


TOO RISKY. 
MIGHT GET DETECTED. 
AND--LIKE YOU SAID: 
THE REBELS AREN'T THE 
MASS MURDER 
TYPE. 


eo 


“SOME SORT OF JON PULSE 
AND STUN BOMB--THAT'S MY 
BET. TAKE OUT COMMS AND 
DEFENSES. KNOCK OUT 
EVERYONE IN THE ROOM. 


THEY'LL USE AN UNSTABLE 
SYNTHCRYSTAL AS A 

TRIGGER. MAKE SURE IT ONLY 

= BLOWS FOR A FORCE USER.” 


SOMETHING 
{ MY MOM USED 
TO SAY: _ 


"THERE ARE 
NO GOODIES AND 
BADDIES. THERE'S 
JUST WHOEVER’S TOUGH 
ENOUGH TO BE IN 
CHARGE OF THE 
STORY TODAY.” 


"AND EVEN 
THEY’RE JUST WAITING TO 
BE PUSHED OVER BY THE 
NEXT FANATIC IN LINE.” 











OKAY, SO, 

LET'S SEE... THE PALACE 
IS DEFENSELESS. THE 
EMPEROR'S OUT COLD. 
ZOP! REBEL FLEET DROPS 
OUT OF HYPER RIGHT 


OVERHEAD. Se ee bs 
MUSIC, CONFETTI. ~ =] EXCEPT... 


PLUCKY LIBERATORS THAT'S NOT HOW 
SEIZE POWER WHILE THE STORY GOES- 
THE EVIL BUREAUCRATS pay =~ 1S IT? 
HAVE A PANIC ATTACK 
IN THE ROYAL A 
BATHROOM. 


“BECAUSE YOUR EXTENSIVELY 
MANEUVERING ALLIES ARE 
RIGHT THERE WAITING FOR 

THEM--AND I BET YOU'VE BEEN 
PREPPING THE HEADLINES 

FOR MONTHS. 


“REBEL ALLIANCE 
ASSASSINATES 
EMPEROR IN LATEST 
TERRORIST ATROCITY! 


HEADS HEROIC DEFENSE } 
OF CORUSCANT--NOW 
PRIME CANDIDATE FOR 

ROYAL SUCCESSION!” 


.. YOU KNOW, DEAR, 
SMe oun 
I | YOU’ 
sere Ors 


HOW?! 


EH, TOO MUCH 
THAT DIDN'T ADD UP. 
LIKE--I NEVER BELIEVED 
THAT SUPERWEAPON CRAP. 
AND YOU HAD TO BE UP 
CREE Ee 
U! ? 
ME BY NOW. MOSTLY? 








STAN LEE 
FOREVER 
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“TOLVAN 
LET ME GO 


| 100 EASY” 


I BROKE 
HER HEART. 
SHE'S TOO SMART 
TO EVER HELP 
ME AGAIN. 


IF IT WASN'T US, YOU'D 
JUST USE SOMEONE ELSE. 
THIS WAY WE GOT A TELL YOU 

PARDON. WHAT--HERE’S 
WHAT I DON’T 
UNDERSTAND. 


YOU AND 
THE REBS, BOTH 
USING ME ‘CAUSE I'M 
SOOOOO DAMN 
PREDICTABLE 


BuT-- 
BUT HE'S THE 
EMPEROR...! 


PRETTY MUCH 
EVERYONE WAS 
USING ME, KID. AND 
I PRETTY MUCH 


--HOW'D YOU 
KNOW I WOULDN'T 
JUST RUN? TAKE THE 
RELIC AND DISAPPEAR? 
I'VE DONE IT 
BEFORE. 





OF THIS. ) 


“°F THE ONE 
{ TIME YOU DID 


SOMETHING T 
DIDN’T 
EXPECT. 


WY AS LONG AS THE EMPIRE'S 
DY] AFTER YOU, IT'S ALSO AFTER 
S\ EVERYONE YOU KNOW. YOUR 


FAMILY. YOUR LOVER. 


ACTUALLY, 
I'm rl HER 


AWFUL YOU MAY BE, BUT YOU'RE 
GETTING SENTIMENTAL IN 
YOUR OLD AGE. 


EVEN THAT'S yess 
PREDICTABLE ] dit 
IN ITS WAY. =i 





My, UH. MY MOM. 
SHE FILLED MY 
HEAD WITH ALL THIS-- 
DISENGAGEMENT 
CRAP. 


I THINK ALL \ 
1 ANYONE CAN 
HOPE FOR-- 
\ ULTIMATELY? 


IS TO DO 
RIGHT BY THE 
\ PEOPLE THEY 
LOVE. 


HOW 
REVOLTINGLY 
SAPPY. 


“BEING IMPORTANT’S JUST AN 
ADDICTION THAT'LL GET YOU 
KILLED.” LIKE THAT. SHE WAS 
KIND OF A BULLY, HONESTLY, 
BUT--SHE SURE MADE ME 


INTO A SURVIVOR. DLL THE SAME-- 


YOU KNOW WHICH 
PIECE OF ADVICE 
STICKS MOST IN 
MY MIND? 


I 
BEG YOUR 


PARDON? 


f BUT 
THAT'S WHY 
YOUR PLAN'S 
FAILED. 


OKAY. MY. 
TURN WITH THE 
PREDICTIONS: 





“AT THIS PRECISE MOMENT, 
OLD PALPY’S BEING HUSTLED 
OFF TO SOME IMPREGNABLE 
VAULT TO PRACTICE HIS 
CACKLE IN SAFETY. 


“YOUR 
CO-PLOTTERS? 
THEY'RE BEING 
ROUNDED UP. 


“AND--HEY, I 
KNOW IMPERIAL 
INTERROGATION-- 
THEY ONLY GOTTA 
CATCH ONE TO 
CATCH THEM ALL. 


“THE RELIC? I'M BETTING 
THOSE TOTAL BARBARIANS 
| JUST SHOOT IT DOWN 
BEFORE IT LANDS-- 
JUST TO BE SURE. 


“THE REBELS? THEY WON'T EVEN 
SHOW UP. THEY ALREADY KNOW 
THEY GOT PLAYED--NOW THEY 
KNOW YOUR PLAN DIDN'T 
WORK EITHER. KNOW WHY? 


“IN OTHER 
WORDS: SMILE, 
MINISTER VOOR--" 





} W-WAIT, 
SO NOW WE 
THE EMPEROR? THE... 
THE TYRANNICAL... 
EVIL...GENOCIDAL... 
EMPEROR...? 


--THE 
GALAXY’S 
WATCHING. 


I STOPPED 
THE RECORDING. 
THAT'S NOT 


I HIJACKED 
THE CAMERA BEFORE 
YOUR MONOLOGUE 
STARTED, LADY. SLICING 
KIT, HIDDEN IN THE 
CLOAK. 


I MEAN... 
WHEN YOU PUT IT 
LIKE THAT...I ACCEPT 
IT SOUNDS SORT OF-- ] 
GUEST Nene / 


LE 


Y-YOU SAID 
YOU DIDN'T CARE! VY 


ALL THIS 
CLEVER CRAP. ALL 
YOU PEOPLE THINKING 
YOU COULD GUESS 
WHICH WAY I'D JUMP. ALL 
UNDONE BY A PIECE 
OF MUSEUM JUNK. 


“YOU WERE SO 
BUSY GLOATING, 
YOU DIDN'T EVEN 
_Aj . KNOW WHAT YOU 
WERE SHOWING ME.” 


PUT IT? _ “THE PIRATES, 
THE RAIDERS, THE 
MOBSTERS AND THE 

MONSTERS... 





YTHING TO 


MAK DUMB 


E THE 
NATIVES BEG FOR 
A GARRISON TO 
SAVE THEM.” 


. THEN...F-F-FOR 
REVENGE? REVENGE 
FOR ONE POINTLESS 

NOBODY?! 


THROW AWAY 
THE CHANCE FOR 
A BOLD NEW 
GALAXY--ON 
HER? 
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C'MERE, VULAADA. 
DON'T WORRY, WE'LL 
BE FINE. JUST--STAY 


IN FRONT OF THE 
CAMERA. NO NO 
“e NO-- 
WE SAVED . 

THE EMPEROR. WE'RE 
HEROES, NOBODY WILL A/a as 
HURT US AS LONG AS )) 

WE STAY IN FRONT Oo 


OF THE C-- 


B-BUT-- 
BUT WE'RE 
HEROES... 





DOCTOR 
APHRA. 


ARISE. 


DOCTOR APHRA 
THOUGHT SHE WAS 
OUT, BUT DARTH 
VADER KEEPS FORCE- 
PULLING HER BACK IN! 


A NEW STORYLINE 
BEGINS WITH ISSUE #37! 


A long time ago in a galaxy far, far awayis_ } 

a lot easier to get to than you think! Write 

us at StarWars@Marvel.com to make it 

into a future letters page. Mark your notes 

“OKAY TO PRINT.” If the Force is truly 

strong with you--tweet us! #aphracomic 
and #oktoprint 





